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In May, 2001, my husband Duffy died after an eight-year battle with breast cancer. That year my life took a new 
direction. It all started because I volunteered with Cascade Medical Team in Guatemala. I volunteered for two 
years with the team until one day Irma came into the kitchen where I was working and asked if she could speak 
to us. 

She had fallen into an open fire at the age of two. Her hands had been burned shut. For sixteen years she had 
prayed for a miracle, and our medical team had restored the use of her hands. 

We needed to prevent burns, but burns were only part of the problem. The babies strapped to their mother’s 
backs were breathing the equivalent of three packs of cigarettes per day, and the leading cause of death of chil-
dren under five was lower respiratory infection caused by open cooking fires. I learned that the need in Guate-
mala alone was for six million stoves, and knew I had to do something. 

The only solution was to make and sell safe, fuel-efficient stoves that would save lives. 

Within a year, and with the help of Eugene Southtowne Rotary Club, and other supporters, we not only devel-
oped a safe, portable, affordable fuel-efficient stove, but we helped Gustavo Peña start a factory to produce 
them in El Salvador. 

There are now five factories in five countries with more in development. StoveTeam has worked with entrepre-
neurs who have created their own businesses and produced and sold more than 66,864 stoves, improving the 
lives of more than half-a-million people in Mexico and Central America—but we’ve only just begun. 

I am delighted to have been asked to share my story with you….Nancy 

AAUW Eugene-Lane 

Branch Meeting 

Saturday, April 14 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 

777 Coburg Road, Eugene 

Social time: 9:30 am 

Business Meeting: 10 am 

Program: 10:30 am 

Hostesses: Jill McCleary and Linda McCleary  

Speaker: Nancy Sanford Hughes  
PresidentStoveTeam International  
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The President’s Corner 
Spring is hopping with AAUW activities and you can be a part of them.  The annual State convention is April 20
-22 at the Tanasbourne Embassy Suites in Hillsboro.  You can still register and attend with Elena Rae, Ardith 
Hinman, and me for a great time.  AAUW Managing Director Shannon Wolfe will there to answer our questions 
regarding the Bylaws changes (to see the proposals go to: https://www.aauw.org/resource/national-election/). 
so be prepared to discuss these at our April Branch meeting.  Here are the key dates for AAUW’s 2018 bylaws 
amendment vote: 
 

 
 
Charlotte Brill, Carol Miller, and I went to the Willamette High School Mock Trial competition in Albany on 

March 3.  The WHS team did very well.  All the teams prepare the same court case; this year it concerned a teen 

driver involved in an accident that killed another driver, and texting may have been an issue.  They have to play 

the roles of attorneys, court clerks, bailiff, and witnesses, both prosecu-

tion and defense.  The judges in the trials are practicing attorneys do-

nating their time and expertise, and other real lawyers score the teams’ 

performances.  The Willamette crew worked well as a team (some other 

schools did not) and were excited to be there.  The CHiPS committee 

will be working on ways to further support this endeavor. 

April 10 is Equal Pay Day and we will be making plans to disseminate 

the Equal Pay Toolkit prepared by AAUW Oregon.  Our goal is to get 

the information to at least 3 employee/employer groups.  A tremendous 

amount of effort was expended to pass the bill, but if people who need 

the information are not informed our time and energy will be wasted.   

We still need people to step up to share the presidency of our Branch.  

ANY ideas are welcome.  Please contact Carol Hildebrand or me.  

Take care, Cindy 

February 22, 2018 Comment period opens online for members to propose amendments to the AAUW Bylaws 

and propose resolutions 
March 22, 2018 Proposal period closes at 11:59 p.m. ET 

April 16, 2018 Opening date to request paper ballot 

Mid-April 2018 Bylaws proposals and resolutions published in the spring AAUW Outlook; voter PINs 
emailed to members and mailed with the spring AAUW Outlook magazine to members 
without registered email addresses and those that have requested to receive Outlook in the 
mail 

April 25, 2018 Voting begins online 

May 7, 2018 Deadline for AAUW to receive request for paper ballot 

May 21, 2018 Deadline for mailing paper ballot; ballot must be postmarked by 11:59 p.m. ET to be count-
ed 

June 9, 2018 Online voting ends at 9 p.m. ET 

June 10, 2018 Vote results announced online 
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Out-to-Lunch Bunch 

Wednesday, April 11, 11:30 am 
Hosted by Elena Rae  

at her home 

 

Book Group  

Monday, April 16, 2:00 pm 

It’s 1864 in downtrodden Lowell, Massachusetts. The 
Civil War has taken its toll on the town—leaving the 
economy in ruin and its women in dire straits. That is, 
until Asa Mercer arrives on a peculiar, but providen-
tial, errand: he seeks high-minded women who can 
exert an elevating influence in Seattle, where there are 
ten men for every woman. Mail-order brides, yes, but 
of a certain caliber. 

Schoolmarmish Josephine, tough-as-nails Dovey, and 
pious perfectionist Sophronia see their chance to ex-
change their bleak prospects for new lives. But the 
very troubles that sent them running from Lowell fol-
low them to the muddy streets of Seattle, and the 
friendships forged on the cross-country trek are tested 
at every turn. 

Just when the journey seems to lead only to ruin, an 
encounter with a famous suffragist could be their sal-
vation. But to survive both an untamed new landscape 
and their pasts, they’ll need all their strength—and 
one another. 

600 Waterford Way 
Eugene 

 
RSVP by Monday, April 9 

to Carol Hildebrand 

541-344-4267 

carodane@aol.com 

Waterford Grand 

A GRAND APRIL LUNCH 

Our Wednesday, April 11 Out-to-Lunch outing 
will be at Waterford Grand, the beautiful senior 
residence of Kappy Eaton.  We will meet at 11:30 
to enjoy lunch and a river view in their dining 
room.  For a reservation, contact Carol Hilde-
brand  (541) 344-4267.  Waterford Grand is at 600 
Waterford Way, off Goodpasture Island Road, 
north of Valley River Center.  The entrance is on 
the second level, where some parking is available, 
or you can park down below and walk up.  
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Although it may be said that this Session did not result in 

the passage of any “big” bills, a lot did happen. Session 

leaders seemed to be cognizant of how the Short Session 

came about in the first place — in 2010 it was instituted to 

go from a biennial Session schedule to annual Sessions, 

with the informal understanding that the purpose of the 

short Session was generally to consider any “tweaks” that 

needed to be made to the state’s budget due to economic 

changes.   While we did not “champion” a bill in this Ses-

sion, such as we did when we took the lead in advancing 

the Pay Equity Bill in 2017, AAUW of OR was successful in 

joining with others to move important pieces of legislation 

through the process.  Our success rate was passage of sev-

en of eight bills.  Pretty good, wouldn’t you say?  Thanks 

to everyone who helped!! The following is a summary of 

those bills, as well as a summary of some other legislative 

items at the end of the list that may be of interest to you. 

Education: 

House Bill 4150 - Passed. Requires the State Board of Edu-

cation to adopt rules regarding the investigation of sexual 

harassment claims, including information about the pro-

cess itself, the availability of counseling, privacy 

rights.  The complainant, respondent and their families 

are also entitled to notice as to whether the incident oc-

curred, subject to state and federal student confidentiality 

laws. 

House Bill 4141 - Passed. Colleges and universities are re-

quired to have an advisory body whose function is to ad-

vise their presidents regarding resident tuition and enroll-

ment fees.  This advisory body shall include students as 

well as administrative and faculty members.  Before tui-

tion and fees can be increased by more than 5%, the advi-

sory body must consider and make recommendations 

about the increase.  If the Higher Education Coordinating 

Committee (“HECC”) approves a president’s request for a 

tuition increase of over 5%, the college or university must 

provide HECC with written reports from the advisory 

body and any other information or materials HECC deter-

mines are necessary for it to reach a determination regard-

ing the increase. 

Senate Bill 1563 – Passed. Students who are part of the De-

ferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program 

who qualify for it can obtain in-state tuition status and 

financial aid just as any other Oregon student can. 

Report on 2018 Legislative Session: 
Success Score = 7 out of 8  

Housing: 

House Bill 4007 – Passed. increases document recording 

fee by $40 to $60, with funds estimated at $60 million 

for the biennium to be allocated for affordable housing 

and emergency homeless shelter programs. Provides a tax 

benefit for funds contributed to a first-time home-buyer 

savings account which are used to purchase their first 

home. 

Public Safety and Firearms Violence Prevention: 

House Bill 4145 – Passed.  The so-called “Boyfriend loop-

hole” bill whereby a person can be convicted for stalking 

members of one’s family, and that convicted stalker may 

be prohibited from possessing firearms. 

Senate Bill 1562 - Passed. The bill adds family or household 

members to the class of victims against whom one 

can commit the felony crime of strangulation.  The class 

included in this category are: when the strangulation is 

witnessed by the victim’s minor or step child, the victim is 

under 10 year of age, a dangerous or deadly weapon is in-

volved, the accused had previously committed an equiva-

lent crime, or the accused knows the victim is pregnant. 

Health Care: 

Senate Bill 1534 - Passed. Requires the Department 

of Human Services to establish minimum training stand-

ards for home care workers and personal support workers. 

Economic Self Sufficiency: 

Senate Bill 4081 – Did Not Pass.  This bill provided that 

any savings in the Temporary Assistance to 

Needy Families (TANF) funds were to remain part of the 

TANF budget and not designated for general fund 

use.  This and other TANF-related issues, such as increas-

ing the benefit level (currently at 1990’s rates), will likely 

surface in the 2019 Session. 

Other Items: 

Some good news:  Pharmaceutical manufacturers are now 

required to report and explain to the state when 

they increase the cost of an individual drug (that costs 

more than $100 for a one-month supply) by more than 10 

percent a year.  Some monies were dedicated to reducing 

the PERS financial situation and Oregon now has a version 

of net neutrality.   

continued on page 5 
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Items that didn’t make it include cap and trade / in-

vest environmental protections, a referral for a state 

Constitutional amendment regarding national popu-

lar vote for US President, urging Congress to define 

and regulate semiautomatic assault weapons and rap-

id fire enhancing accessories.4. Update on Sexual Har-

assment / Bullying in K - 12 and What is Sexual Har-

assment? 

I want to let you know that AAUW of OR is moving 

forward in ensuring that K - 12 students do their work 

in safe environments, free from sexual harassment 

and bullying.  Georgia Applegate (Grants Pass), Lucy 

Baker (Portland) and I met with Lindsey Capps - Gov-

ernor Kate Brown’s Chief Education Advisor, Deputy 

Superintendent of the OR Department of Education 

Colton Gill, and other ODE representatives in order 

to map out a strategy on how to accomplish these 

goals.  Although this is a work in progress, it is in pro-

gress!  Thank you Georgia and Lucy!  I will let you 

know when I have something more substantive to 

report. 

And — I have heard a number of conversations about 

what constitutes sexual harassment.  We all should 

welcome these conversations!!  As to a definition, I 

take this from the recent AAUW Outlook magazine 

regarding this topic: 

Sexual harassment means unwelcome sexual advanc-

es, requests for sexual favors, or other behaviors that 

are used to sexually coerce or create a hostile work [or 

school] environment. 

Conclusion - At last! 

Yes, this constitutes the AAUW of OR Public Policy 

Update for February-March, 2018.  It looks as if Spring 

is making a hearty effort at showing itself.   Please feel 

free to contact me if you 

have any input whatsoever 

on this Update or AAUW of 

OR Public Policy in general. 

All the best...Trish 

Trish Garner, State Public 

Policy Chair, AAUW of OR 

Member National Public  

Policy Committee, AAUW 

503-407-2341  

garner37@mac.com 

REPORT continued from page 4 

Remembering Jo Brew 

Jo Brew, a longtime member of Eugene-Lane AAUW, passed 

away on March 1, 2018.  She was a shining example of the vi-

sion and mission of AAUW.  In her long life she was a teacher, 

a real estate agent and broker, Mary Kay consultant, and a suc-

cessful author.  She was a wife, mother, grandmother, and 

great grandmother.  Jo was one of the first members to wel-

come me when I came to a Branch meeting that I read about in 

the paper.  She encouraged me to come again, to join the 

Lunch Bunch, and to step up to be a leader.  I could not have 

filled the offices I have held without her support and guidance.   

Even in the past years while dealing with serious health issues, 

Jo always was willing to help out, and even apologized for not 

being able to do more.  Several members mentioned enjoying 

her newsletter, Something Brewing, and the last issue was full 

of plans and projects she wanted to accomplish with the nicer 

weather. 

I remember Jo as always ready with a smile and a kind word, 

even in the midst of her own pain. Because Jo invited me to 

join her as co–president, I became an AAUW leader. 

A few months ago, Jo and Wendy Cook took a day trip to Fin-

ley Wildlife Reserve.  Wendy writes, “When we finally did it 

(on a lark) it was a special day indeed!  Another couple who 

was there lent us their high-power scope to get a peek at some 

elusive wood ducks hiding in the reeds along one of the park’s 

many waterways.  At our gasp of wonderment, they flittered 

off, making the glimpse all the more treasured.  That’s life, I 

suppose, and Jo knew that.  Those who weren’t looking closely 

enough may have missed the rare and wonderous bird Jo Brew 

was, with the Great Blue Heron as her spiritual counterpart.  I 

feel much richer for having known her, if all too briefly, before 

she flew away.” 
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The Rosies Among Us—Program notes by Elena Rae 

Doreen was nineteen when 

she answered a call for a 

“lady ambulance driver” (in 

case of bombardment) in  

Eugene. She went in evenings 

to learn skills – marching, 

CPR, how to use a gurney, 

old style phone switchboard, 

fire fighting ,and driving. A 

Chauffeur's License was   

required. Halfway through the war the funding 

was cut when it was decided that the drivers weren't needed, 

and the unit was disbanded by 1945.  

Doris graduated from high school in the D.C. area in 1942, and 

was hired by a man as a typist to type War Bonds. She was still 

sixteen years old, for yet one month, when she went to work 

for the Treasury Department, right next to the White House, 

and continued working there for two years. After that she went 

to work at the Weather Bureau. It was nine hour days, six days 

a week, but there was less typing.  

While she was still at Treasury, she and her friend went to the 

Wardman Park Hotel where FDR was having his Birthday 

Ball. They were greeted at the door by Eleanor! 

Dolly was in high school, and was about fourteen years old, in 

south Jersey – fairly near to the east coast. She became a plane 

spotter. It was quite daring to travel without being married. 

They went to the press box of the high school football stadium 

and learned how to recognize foreign and domestic planes, and 

to report on what they saw or heard. What direction was it go-

ing? High or low? They also had to learn how to march. After 

this wartime experience, she was used to being the token fe-

male professionally for the rest of her working life – not afraid 

to break into the “men's world.” 

Judy worked on the “burr bench” - 

painstakingly smoothing out the mold 

burrs on B17 aircraft carburetors so 

that no stray bits of metal would drop 

off into the gas tanks and foul the en-

gine. “We did our very best work be-

cause the troops were depending on 

us.” “When the war ended,” Judy said, 

“I remember the day … I was out of a 

job! I had to go home to live with my 

mother because I didn't have a job.” 

Judy, who was the head of a household 

with a child, had to give up her job to 

returning servicemen who had families 

to support.  

Opal was working as a household helper at $1/week when the 

U.S. officially went to war, “and I was saving money!” She and 

her friend each had $20, and they went west to Douglas Aircraft 

in Santa Monica, where they could earn between $18 and $24 per 

week, depending on the job. They put their job applications in at 

3pm, and were hired to start that same evening, on the graveyard 

shift. They found a very small apartment for $14/month. Opal 

was a riveter, her girlfriend worked in the shop. They were work-

ing on two-motor bombers. The riveters finished up all of the 

rivets on the fuselages that couldn't be reached while they were 

still on the jig. “Even though the job seemed like it was small, it 

was important.” She said that the jobs that they did ended up pry-

ing open all of the jobs and opportunities, such as they are, that 

we have today. Opal told of her friend, Lynn, who used to go to 

the very church in which our meeting was being held. She be-

came a WASP, flight tested new airplanes to see if they were safe 

enough for men to fly, and flew them to their next assigned posts. 

Opal ended up marrying her boss. 

Judy Davis   

(Greer) late 1040’s 

Program – www.rosietheriveter.net 1-888-557-6743 americanrosietheriveter2@yahoo.com — Five Rosie's and one Rosebud came 

to share their stories with us, and two Rosebuds (female offspring) stayed mostly quiet in the audience.  

Front L-R: Rosies Doreen, Doris, Dolly, Judy, and Opal.  

Rear L-R: Rosebuds Karen, Yvonne, and Carene. 

continued on page 7 

http://www.rosietheriveter.net/
mailto:americanrosietheriveter2@yahoo.com
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Report by Charleen Justice—From March 2nd to 4th, 405 students and alumni from over 80 schools, and almost 10 

countries gathered in Baltimore, Maryland to attend the International Students for Sensible Drug Policy Conference and 

celebrate SSDP’s 20th anniversary. Students for Sensible Drug Policy is an international grassroots network of students 

who are concerned about the impact of drug abuse on our communities, but who also know the “War on Drugs” is fail-

ing our generation and our society. SSDP mobilizes and empowers young people to participate in the political process, 

pushing for sensible policies to achieve a safer and more just future. SSDP does this while fighting back against counter-

productive policies – in particular, those which directly harm students and youth. 

As part of the conference, attendees 

were encouraged to participate in a 

Lobby Day in Washington, D.C. on 

March 5th. About 60 of the students 

were able to attend. Students were 

responsible for setting up their own 

meetings with their representatives, 

and were lobbying to: 

 End federal marijuana prohibition 

 Fully repeal the Aid Elimination 

Penalty from the Higher Education Act 

 Amend the RAVE Act to allow venues to provide harm reduction services at events 

The SSDP staff provided a lobby day training and facilitated transporting all attendees from Baltimore, Maryland to 

Washington, D.C.  

Charleen Justice, Chapter Leader for University of Oregon Students for Sensible Drug Policy, and Eugene-Lane Branch 

AAUW Public Policy Co-Chair, attended the conference and lobby day session. She requested meetings with both Ore-

gon Senators, Congressman Peter DeFazio and Representative Earl Blumenauer. Meetings with staffers for Senator Ron 

Wyden, Senator Jeff Merkley, and Congressman Peter DeFazio were confirmed. Charleen, the Vice President of UO 

SSDP, and students from SSDP Ghana met with the staffers to discuss the agendas. For a large majority of attendees, 

this was their first time lobbying. Most of them were nervous and unsure about the process. However, the SSDP staff 

provided them with all the necessary tools, talking points, and an abundance of support. Everyone finished the day feel-

ing empowered and excited, fully understanding that if you change the laws, you change the world.  

Charleen Justice Attends International  

Students for Sensible Drug Policy Conference  

Rosebud Yvonne gave some general background on the work-

ing conditions. Ford Motor Company turned its factories into 

aircraft manufacturing plants. In Richmond, California, the 

shipyards were working 8,000 people per shift, three shifts per 

day. They were turning out a ship every four days. Housing 

was a problem – the workers mostly lived at home with their 

families. In Portland, Vanport, and Seattle, housing was built. 

At Willow Run, Michigan, people opened up their homes to 

the workers (The first Air B'n'B ?), and there were tent cities. 

ROSIES continued from page 6 

Photo Source: facebook.com/SSDP 

San Francisco had 24-hour child care. Housing and child care 

were huge problems. (This space ripe for sarcasm … ) The 

famous Rosie poster was commissioned by Westinghouse, try-

ing to recruit workers. Women workers had to wear uniforms 

including trousers at work, but had to wear dresses to and from 

work. Women were paid union scale. There was one woman 

that Yvonne knew of who went back to work for Douglas/

Boeing after the war, and kept welding until she was 94 years 

old.  
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VISION 
AAUW will be a powerful advocate and 

visible leader in equity and education 

through research, philanthropy, and 

measurable change in critical areas im-

pacting the lives of women and girls.  

MISSION 

AAUW advances equity for women and 

girls through advocacy, education, phi-

lanthropy and research. 

VALUE PROMISE 

By joining AAUW, we belong  to a commu-

nity that breaks through economic barri-

ers so that all women have a fair chance. 

DIVERSITY 

In principle and in practice, AAUW values 

and seeks a diverse membership. There 

shall be no barriers to full  participation 

in the organization on the basis of gen-

der, race, creed, age, sexual orientation 

national origin, disability or class. 

The new Advertising Manager will need 

business cards that you gather from 

business establishments you frequent. 

Please keep collecting them! 

BRANCH LEADERSHIP TEAM  

Board Officers 
President:    Cindy Parker 

Program Vice-President:  Carol Hildebrand 

Program Committee:   Kappy Eaton 

Membership Vice-President: Carene Davis-Stitt 

Finance Vice-President:  Stephanie Winsor 

Communications Vice-President: Elleen Levy 

Recording Secretary   Elena Rae 

AAUW Funds Co-Chairs:  Ardith Hinman 

Public Policy:    Kappy Eaton &

     Charleen Justice 

Member Chairs 
Advertising & Branch Fundraiser:  

Book Exchange:   Peg Emery 

Branch Brochure:   Wendy Cook 

Bylaws:    Peggy Shippen 

Calling Committee:   Judy Greer 

CHiPS Committee:   Peggy Shippen 

Directory:    Carene Davis-Stitt 

Financial Records:   Pat Zeller 

Historian:    Marian Spath 

Hospitality:    Jill McCleary 

LCC C/U Representative:   

Looking Glass Outreach:  Board members 

Newsletter:    Carene Davis-Stitt 

Reader Board:   Marian Spath 

Website Manager:   Wendy Cook 



Interest and Project Groups 

Branch members are invited to join any group.  

Please call the contact person for details.  If 

you’re interested in forming a new group, 

please contact the branch president.  

Afternoon Book Group—3rd Monday 

at 2 pm 
Meets in homes of members.  

Contact Cindy Parker,  541-344-4572 

Alpha Bridge—Every Tuesday  

at 1:30 pm 

Willamalane Senior Activity Center, Springfield  

Contact Ardith Hinman 541-747-4310 

Out–to-Lunch Bunch 

Contact Carol Hildebrand, carodane@aol.com, 

541-344-4267 

Monthly Branch Meeting Schedule 

Meetings are on Saturday mornings at 

Westminster Presbyterian Church, 777 

Coburg Road, 9:30 a.m. to noon.  

Programs are subject to change.  

Monthly program information is available 

in the branch newsletter and on the      

website at: 

http://eugenelane-

or.aauw.net/Newsletter 

April 14, 2018 

Nancy Sanford 

Hughes, President, StoveTeam 

International. Promoting the 

local production of 

safe, affordable, fuel-

efficient cookstoves in 

the developing world. 

May 12, 2018 

Annual Meeting  

June 9, 2018 

TBA 

Board Meeting Schedule 

Tuesday, April 10 11:30 am 

Falcon Wood Village Clubhouse 

1475 Green Acres Road, Eugene 
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For more information on the vote go to: 

https://www.aauw.org/resource/national-election/ 
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Our Sponsors 
The advertisers on these pages support our 
AAUW Eugene-Lane Branch publications. Please 
patronize their businesses and let them know 
that you heard about them through AAUW. 
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