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AAUW Eugene-Lane Branch 
Readers’ Theater presents  

“Uppity Women Across the Ages” 
Saturday, June 11 

 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
777 Coburg Road, Eugene 

 

Social time: 9:30 am 
 

Business meeting: 10 am—We will vote on whether 
 or not to adopt CHiPS as a mission-based program  
 for our branch. Please come make you voice heard. 

 
Program: 10:30 am 

 

Learn about strong women from ancient times to the present, performed by the  
strong women of our branch for the strong women of our branch.  

 

This event is free and open to the public.   
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Inside this issue: 

 

OUT-TO-LUNCH BUNCH 

Wednesday, June 8 at 11:30 am 

P.F. CHANG’S CHINA BISTRO 

Oakway Center  
124 Coburg Road, Eugene 

Please RSVP by Sunday, June 5  
 Carol Miller  541-343-7541 

 

AAUW Eugene-Lane Book 

Club will meet at 11:30 am 

on June 20 at McMenamin's 

North Bank.  New partici-

pants are very welcome.  

Send your book suggestions 

to Cindy Parker 

(theparkersfive@comcast.net)  

and she will compile a 

list. Choices for next year 

will then be narrowed down 

at the luncheon.  

RSVP to Cindy by Friday, 

June 17.  

mailto:theparkersfive@comcast.net
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AAUW PUBLIC POLICY UPDATE     
June 2016 — Kappy Eaton 

WHAT AM I SIGNING? Is it confusing? – Some initiatives aren’t well-written, re-
quiring court interpretation or resolution. 

Does it belong in our Constitution? – Initiatives can be 
local, statutory, or constitutional and passage can pro-

tect from them from change. Correcting unintended or 
unforeseen consequences can be cumbersome and 
costly. Another ballot vote will be needed for constitu-
tional amendments. 

What funding is proposed? – Is this an “unfunded man-
date”? Would it force our Legislature to pull funds from 
other essential programs? How might it limit govern-
ment budget flexibility? Initiatives should create their 
own revenue sources- not earmark, restrict, or obligate 
a specific percentage of the General Fund. 

Who is behind this? – Chief petitioners do not need to be 
Oregon residents or even US citizens. You can find the 
other real sponsors and opponents after petitions are 
certified and given ballot measure numbers. Chief peti-
tioners must document campaign finance transactions 
with the initiative’s petition committee. These are 
opened by the Elections Division before the filing of-
ficer approves petition circulation. C&E reports 
(Contribution & Expense) are at: Oregon Elections Di-
vision 503.986.1518. 

Before signing, ask for ID. – Paid (not volunteer) signa-
ture gatherers are required to carry ID# & photo badg-
es issued by the Secretary of State. Refusal to show ID 
should lead you to refuse to sign. They are only re-
quired to show this to the SoS, BoLI, or AG. If fraud 
arises, you will have info that could help authorities. 

For more information go to http://lwvor.org/front-page/voteresources/
think-before-you-ink/ 

CONSIDER CAREFULLY BEFORE 
YOU SIGN A PETITION! 

Initiative petitions generate ballot measures, if 
enough (certified) signatures are collected. Beware of 
“Just sign so it can get on the ballot.” Ballot measures 
that pass by majority vote become law. Look for: 

**Complete proposed ballot measure text 
**Cover sheet showing chief sponsor’s name & resi-
dence, filing officer approval 
**Signature sheets, white for volunteers, colored for 
paid gatherers 

BEFORE SIGNING, ASK YOURSELF: 

Is it complex? – Some are simple yes or no votes. 
Complex issues may generate thorough legislative 
examination. 

The article below appears in lieu of a regular report from Kappy Eaton. Kappy is currently in rehab at Good Samaritan due 
to cellulitis in her right arm and some esophageal problems. She will be there for the next two to three weeks and would 
appreciate prayers for her health and strength during this time.  — Ed. 

http://www.sos.state.or.us/elections/
http://www.sos.state.or.us/elections/
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Carene’s  
Contemplations 

June is Women in Science and Technology Month and as I write this today I’m thinking about the women 
who have inspired and influenced us through their work in STEM fields. I found a great article online and I 
have included descriptions of some of the women whose history is virtually untold. Go to the website: 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/women-in-stem for more information and to hear women working in STEM 
fields today speak about these trailblazers. 

Come to the branch meeting on Saturday, June 11 to hear our outstanding Readers’ Theatre Group present 
“Uppity Women through the Ages.” You may be moved and motivated to get a little uppity yourself. 

This is my last column as your President. I am delighted to have served the branch for the last three years 
and proud of all we have accomplished. Cindy Parker will assume the office on July 1 and I’m looking forward 
to her leadership, energy and passion. 

Have a fun-filled, relaxing summer. 
          In friendship, 

          Carene 

The Untold History of Women in Science and Technology 
from https://www.whitehouse.gov/women-in-stem 

They were leaders in building the early foundation of modern programming and unveiled the structure 
of DNA. 

Their work inspired environmental movements and led to the discovery of new genes. They broke the 
sound barrier — and gender barriers along the way. 

And inspiring more young women to pursue careers in science starts with simply sharing their stories. 
Let’s write their stories permanently into history. 

Ana Roqué de Duprey 

 

Ana Roqué de Duprey was born in Puerto Rico in 1853. She started a school 
in her home at age 13 and wrote a geography textbook for her students, which 
was later adopted by the Department of Education of Puerto Rico. Roqué had 
a passion for astronomy and education, founding several girls-only schools as 
well as the College of Mayagüez, which later became the Mayagüez Campus of 
the University of Puerto Rico. Roqué wrote the Botany of the Antilles, the 
most comprehensive study of flora in the Caribbean at the beginning of the 
20th century, and was also instrumental in the fight for the Puerto Rican 
woman’s right to vote. 
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/women-in-stem
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Lillian Gilbreth 

 

Lillian Moller Gilbreth was an American psychologist 
and industrial engineer at the turn of the 20th century. 
She was an expert in efficiency and organizational psy-
chology, the principles of which she applied not only as 
a management consultant for major corporations, but 
also to her household of twelve children, as chronicled 
in the book Cheaper by the Dozen. Her long list of firsts 
includes first female commencement speaker at the 
University of California, first female engineering pro-
fessor at Purdue, and first woman elected to the Na-
tional Academy of Engineering. 

 

 

Ruth Rogan Benerito 

 

Ruth Rogan Benerito was an American chemist and 
pioneer in bioproducts. Benerito is credited with saving 
the cotton industry in post-WWII America through her 
discovery of a process to produce wrinkle-free, stain-
free, and flame-resistant cotton fabrics. In addition to 
this work, Benerito also developed a method to harvest 
fats from seeds for use in intravenous feeding of medi-
cal patients. This system became the foundation for the 
system we use today. After retiring from the USDA and 
teaching university courses for an additional eleven 
years, Benerito received the Lemelson-MIT Lifetime 
Achievement Award both for her contributions to the 
textile industry and her commitment to education. 
 

Edith Clarke 

 

Edith Clarke was a pioneering electrical engineer at the 
turn of the 20th century. She worked as a “computer,” 
someone who performed difficult mathematical calcu-
lations before modern-day computers and calculators 
were invented. Clarke struggled to find work as a fe-
male engineer instead of the ‘usual’ jobs allowed for 
women of her time, but became the first professionally 
employed female electrical engineer in the United 
States in 1922. She paved the way for women in STEM 
and engineering and was inducted into the National 
Inventors Hall of Fame in 2015. 

 

 

Mollie Orshansky 

 

Mollie Orshansky was a food economist and statistician 
whose work on poverty thresholds pioneered the way 
the U.S. Government defines poverty. By using the cost 
of the cheapest nutritionally adequate diet to calculate 
a cost of living expense for families of various sizes, 
Orshansky developed guidelines which eventually be-
came the federal government’s official statistical defini-
tion of poverty. Her work provided a way to assess the 
impact of new policies on poor populations, which to 
this day remains a standard measure of new policies, 
demonstrating the enduring impact of her work on 
American public policy. 
 
 
 
 Continued, page 6 
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Mary Engle Pennington 

 

Mary Engle Pennington was an American chemist at the 
turn of the 20th century. At a time when few women 
attended college, Pennington completed her PhD and 
went on to work as a bacteriological chemist at the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. Shortly after arriving at the 
USDA, Pennington became chief of the newly estab-
lished Food Research Laboratory. During her 40-year 
career at the USDA, Pennington’s pioneering research 
on sanitary methods of processing, storing, and ship-
ping food led to achievements such as the first standards 
for milk safety as well as universally accepted standards 
for the refrigeration of food products. 

 

Ellen Ochoa 

 

In 1993, Dr. Ellen Ochoa became the first Hispanic 
woman to go to space when she served on a nine-day 
mission aboard the space shuttle Discovery. She has 
flown in space four times, logging nearly 1,000 hours in 
orbit. Prior to her astronaut career, she was a research 
engineer and inventor, with three patents for optical 
systems. Ochoa is also the first Hispanic (and second 
female) to be named director of NASA’s Johnson Space 
Center. 
 
 
 

 

Calutron Girls 

 
 

Isolating enriched uranium was one of the most difficult 
aspects of the Manhattan Project, which produced the 
first nuclear bombs during World War II. Wartime labor 
shortages led the Tennessee Eastman Company to re-
cruit young women, who were mostly recent high school 
graduates, to operate the calutrons that used electro-
magnetic separation to isolate uranium. Despite being 
kept in the dark on the specifics of the project, the 
“Calutron Girls” proved to be highly adept at operating 
the instruments and optimizing uranium production, 
achieving better rates for production than the male sci-
entists they worked with. 

 

Virginia Holsinger 

 

Virginia H. Holsinger was an American chemist known 
for her research on dairy products and food security is-
sues. Holsinger developed a nutritious and shelf-stable 
whey and soy drink mixture that is distributed interna-
tionally by food donation programs as a substitute for 
milk. She also created a grain blend that can be mixed 
with water to provide food for victims of famine, 
drought, and war. Additionally, her work on the lactase 
enzyme formed the basis for commercial products to 
make milk digestible by lactose-intolerant people. 
Through these discoveries, Holsinger’s work has had a 
major impact on worldwide public health. 

The Untold History of Women in Science and Technology, continued 
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Grace Hopper 

 

Rear Admiral Grace Murray Hopper was at the fore-
front of computer and programming language develop-
ment from the 1930s through the 1980s. One of the 
crowning achievements of her 44-year career was the 
development of computer languages written in English, 
rather than mathematical notation — most notably, the 
common business computing language known as 
COBOL, which is still in use today. Hopper's legacy is 
still honored by the annual Grace Hopper Celebration 
of Women in Computing Conference. 

 

Katherine Johnson 

 

Katherine Johnson, an African-American space scien-
tist and mathematician, is a leading figure in American 
space history and has made enormous contributions to 
America’s aeronautics and space programs by her in-
corporation of computing tools. She played a huge role 
in calculating key trajectories in the Space Race -- cal-
culating the trajectory for Alan Shepard, the first Amer-
ican in space, as well as for the 1969 Apollo 11 flight to 
the moon. Johnson is now retired, and continues to 
encourage students to pursue careers in science and 
technology fields. 
 
 

 

Rachel Carson 

 

Rachel Carson was a marine biologist and environmen-
talist — whose groundbreaking book, Silent Spring, has 
been credited as the catalyst for the modern environmen-
tal movement. Carson passed away in 1964, but her work 
has been credited with the legacy of “awakening the con-
cern of Americans for the environment.” 
 

Maria Klawe 

 

Despite growing up as a self-described outcast, Maria 
Klawe pursed her passion for technology and became a 
prominent computer scientist. Klawe is now the first fe-
male president of Harvey Mudd College and works hard 
to ignite passion about STEM fields amongst diverse 
groups. During her tenure at Harvey Mudd College, her 
work has helped support the Computer Science faculty's 
ability to innovate, and has raised the percentage of 
women majoring in computer science from less than 15 
percent to more than 40 percent today. 

 

Lydia Villa-Komaroff 

 
Continued, page 8 

http://www.history.navy.mil/bios/hopper_grace.htm
http://gracehopper.org/about/
http://gracehopper.org/about/
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The Untold History of Women in Science and Technology, continued 

Lydia Villa-Komaroff is considered to be a trailblazer in 
the field of molecular biology. She faced many adversi-
ties throughout her lifetime — at one point, an advisor 
told her that women did not belong in chemistry, fortui-
tously inspiring her to switch her major to biology — but 
she pursued her passion in spite of opposition. In 1978, 
Villa-Komaroff made waves with a published paper de-
tailing her most notable discovery — that bacteria could 
be engineered to produce human insulin. She currently 
serves as the Chief Scientific Officer (CSO) at Cy-
tonome/ST. 
 

Ada Lovelace 

 

Ada Lovelace is considered to be the founder of scien-
tific computing and the first computer programmer. Her 
algorithm — which history has come to know as the first 
one designed for a machine to carry out — was intended 
to be used for Charles Babbage’s Analytical Engine, 
which Lovelace would sadly not see built during her life-
time. Lovelace passed away in 1852, but her previously 
little-known work and "poetical" approach to science 
has broken through to inspire present-day young wom-
en interested in computer programming. 
 

Sally Ride 

 

On June 18, 1983, Sally Ride transformed history when 
she became the first American woman to fly into space. 
After her second shuttle flight, Ride decided to retire 
from NASA and pursue her passion for education by 
inspiring young people. As a result, she founded Sally 
Ride Science, an organization dedicated to supporting 
students interested in STEM. Ride passed away in 2012, 
but her work continues to inspire young women across 
the country. 

 

Barbara McClintock 

 

Barbara McClintock was an American geneticist and is 
still considered to be one of the world’s most prestigious 
cytogeneticists. In 1983, McClintock won the Nobel Prize 
in Physiology for her discovery of the “jumping gene” or 
the ability of genes to change position on the chromo-
some. McClintock passed away in 1992, but her publica-
tions still influence geneticists across the world. 

 

The Mercury 13 

 

The Mercury 13, also sometimes known as the “Members 
of the First Lady Astronaut Trainees” (FLATs), were a 
group of women who participated in training to become 
astronauts for the country's first human spaceflight pro-
gram in the early 1960s. FLATs was never an official 
NASA program, and was unfortunately eventually discon-
tinued, but the commitment and determination of these 
women to get into space has been credited with paving 
the way for such astronauts as Mae Jemison, the first Af-
rican-American woman in space. 
 
 
 
 

http://nihrecord.nih.gov/newsletters/2013/05_10_2013/story2.htm
http://nihrecord.nih.gov/newsletters/2013/05_10_2013/story2.htm
http://www.sallyridescience.com/
http://www.sallyridescience.com/
http://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/medalofscience50/mcclintock.jsp
http://profiles.nlm.nih.gov/LL/
http://profiles.nlm.nih.gov/LL/
http://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/imagegallery/image_feature_691.html#.VIiriOZdUkc
http://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/imagegallery/image_feature_691.html#.VIiriOZdUkc
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JUNE 
7 Carol Marusich 

11 Betty Kjeldgaard 

12 Linda Ann Wittorff 

14 Stephanie Winsor 

17 Cynthia Parker 

JULY 
10  Charlotte Brill 

14 Jessica Montgomery 

AUGUST 
12 Carol Miller 

12  Kathleen Beardsworth 

18 JoAnn Ellis 

18  Peg Emery 

 

 

The ENIAC Programmers 

 

As part of a secret World War Two project, six young 
women programmed the first all-electronic program-
mable computer. When the project was eventually in-
troduced to the public in 1946, the women were never 
introduced or credited for their hard work -- both be-
cause computer science was not well understood as an 
emerging field, and because the public's focus was on 
the machine itself. Since then, the ENIAC Program-
mers Project has worked hard to preserve and tell the 
stories of these six women. 

 

Rosalind Franklin 

 

Rosalind Franklin was a British chemist and crystallog-
rapher, best known for her research that was essential 
to elucidating the structure of DNA. During her life-
time, Franklin was not credited for her key role, but 
years later she is recognized as providing a pivotal 
piece of the DNA story. Franklin spent the last five 
years of her life studying the structure of plant viruses 
and passed away in 1958. 
 

Jo Brew, our Advertising Manager, 

needs business cards that you gath-

er from those places you frequent. 

Just hand her the cards—she does 

all the rest! 

mailto:Jo@Jo-Brew.com
mailto:carene@deltanet-consultants.com
mailto:carene@deltanet-consultants.com
http://eniacprogrammers.org/
http://eniacprogrammers.org/
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Our Sponsors 

The advertisers on these pages support our AAUW Eu-
gene-Lane Branch publications. Please patronize their 
businesses and let them know that you heard about 
them through AAUW. 
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AAUW Eugene-Lane Branch News 
c/o Carene Davis-Stitt 
1475 Green Acres Rd., SPC 4 
Eugene, OR 97408 

 http://eugenelane-or.aauw.net/chips-2/ 


