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Saturday, May 11, 2013
  Westminster Church

9:30 - 10:00 Social Hour
10:00 Annual Meeting

   Every member is invited to 
the Annual Meeting to exercise 
your right to vote for new
officers and the budget!

Final slate of 2013-2014  
nominees:
Membership VP,  Linda 
Wittorff; Communications VP,.
Elleen Levy; Recording 
Secretary,  Marian Spath
     Nominations from the floor 
will be entertained if the 
proposed nominee has agreed 
to being so named.  Voting will 
commence once the slate has 
been finalized.

Annual budget
Convention reports
Named Gift Honorees

    Enjoy refreshments 
furnished by Linda Wittorff and 
Judy Greer..
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One Member, One Vote
 We are definitely in the 21st 
Century because we each can 
now vote individually to 
determine the future of AAUW. 
 You will find instruction 
information at  http://
www.aauw.org/resource/one-
member-one-vote/  or in the 
latest issue of Outlook,
which contains your member 
ID and pin number, and the 
slate of candidates.  Online 
voting ends on June 10, 2013. 
 Paper-ballot voting must be 
postmarked by May 17, 2013, 
to count. Obtain a ballot by 
calling 800.326.2289 before 
May 2.
 

The new logo on the 
Masthead above is definitely 
21st century! (See Changes on 
Page 2.) And it’s just in time 
for the upcoming New Year--
the one that begins on July 1st, 
that is! That’s when the fiscal 
year begins for membership, 
which means dues are due 
now!

The membership form is 
included on Page 8 for your 
convenience. It’s also on our 
website (address on 
Masthead,).

Remember: the early “dues-
birds” will be listed in the 
Directory!!   

From	  Jo’s	  Desk
-‐-‐Jo	  Brew,	  Branch	  President

Conference is over 
and I found it 
rewarding in a 
multitude of ways–
not all involved with 

The American Association of 
University Women. Garibaldi is 
a small town so there were 
some small town differences–
the one building large enough 
to hold all of our big group 
events like meals was too large 
for the small group workshops. 
We www.google.comended up 
moving between buildings, a 
little inconvenient but more 
than made up for by other 
factors. The food was excellent, 
the motel very comfortable, we 
had one good day weather-wise 
but none were really bad, and it 
was rewarding to be in an area 
that does need a boost from 
tourism. They were glad to 
have us and very welcoming. 
Did I mention the food–
excellent!!

My cohort meeting with the 
other presidents included a 
welcome and presentation of 
President Cynthia’s goals for 
the year: Mission-based 
programming to support 
leadership training. Many of 
her suggestions are things we 
are already doing: branch 
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brochure, communicating by 
e-mail, and implementing 
public policy actions. We 
haven’t set up particular branch 
goals for the year--or at least 
not in a written list. Our budget 
does define much of what the 
branch deems important but 
there are some suggestions the 
board can bring to the branch in 
the fall.

I did attend a meeting with 
a group working to improve 
interaction with colleges. I got 
some very good tips and ideas 
as well as good news, so I’ll be 
reaching out to Carol Stabile of 
Women’ Studies, who has 
indicated an interest in working 
with us. The good news that 
should be of help is that the 
cost for the University to be a 
partner that  had been based on 
the size of enrollment will now 
be one low flat rate regardless 
of size. The recognition of an 
outstanding woman graduate 
that we’ve done for a long time 
was dropped by UO this year 
and we would like to get it 
reinstated. Oops--one new goal 
just slipped its way into a list!

The other workshop I 
attended on new media 
developments had moments 
when I could understand what 
the presenters were talking 
about but more when I 
couldn’t. I did get the part 
where you can get cables to 
adapt an old analog television 
to get local broadcasts, which I 
shared with my husband so he 
can go look if he wants to make 
the television in the back room 
viable again. I suppose there 
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are some advantages to having 
heard the names of all the new 
equipment. At least I won’t 
think my grandchildren, or 
even my children, are talking in 
code or a foreign language.

Besides connecting with 
other women, I found the 
experience more than 
worthwhile but I am going to 
hate going back to the same old 
meals.

Happy May Birthday 
to.................

Martha Pavlat
Karen Turner-Jambura

Changes!! 
(from AAUW website)
 AAUW National updated 
the website,
http://www.aauw.org
to allow for complete mobile 
access and it features expanded 
and improved social media 
integration for all our online 
content. This integration should 
make the site more user-
friendly, provide a better 
experience for smartphone and 
tablet users, and create greater 
visibility for AAUW. It’s easier 
than ever to use the new 
website and share AAUW 
contact across platforms such 
as Facebook and Twitter. You’ll 
also notice that our blog now 
has a home on  [the site] 
enabling us to share the 
personal stories behind AAUW 
right alongside our impressive 
programs and history.

 As plans for the new 
website unfolded, the AAUW 
Board of Directors decided to 
move forward with a new logo 
to accompany the updated site. 
Our most recent logo was 
introduced in 1990, and it was 
starting to show its age, 
especially in an increasingly 
digital world. A logo working 
group, composed of board 
members and staff, took on the 
task of creating the new logo. 
They wanted a modern, more 
readable typeface for the logo 
and tagline that would instantly 
convey who we are and what 
we do. The new logo 
emphasizes the “W” as the 
central element of our name 
and work, and has a more 
global look.
 To develop the tagline, the 
working group tried another 
new trend, “crowdsourcing”
[see http://www.cbsnews.com/
8301-505125_162-51052961/
what-is-crowdsourcing/]
They posted a description of 
AAUW and our 
communications goal on 
Crowdspring, [http://
www.crowdspring.com] and 
invited freelance writers from 
around the world to submit 
ideas. The process netted more 
than 2,000 entries and showed 
remarkable consensus around 
the themes of empowerment 
and AAUW’s extensive history. 
The working group quickly 
settled on “Empowering 
women since 1881” as the new 
tagline, and the board approved 
it unanimously in October.   
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PUBLIC POLICY UPDATE  MAY  2013                                                     
--Kappy Eaton, Public Policy Chair

STATE OF THE STATE

Democracy and Super Majorities
HJR 27, a constitutional amendment 

proposal, would require that all bills and 
laws would need a two-thirds majority 
vote in both the House and Senate to pass. 
Currently, the Oregon Constitution 
requires that any revenue measure must 
receive a three-fifths vote to move on. 
That has proved difficult in attempting to 
pass a budget, for example. The bill’s 
sponsor feels that the Legislature should 
be more deliberative in its process and that 
having 40 agree to a bill would be more 
effective.  We do not believe that a super 
majority will enhance or improve the 
ability of the Legislature to function 
adequately. It actually may hinder 
progress.
Is PERS Reform Done?

At the beginning of the legislative 
session in February, the Governor, most of 
the 90 members of the Legislature and the 
Ways and Means committee were in 
agreement that something had to be done 
about the Public Employees Retirement 
System (PERS). In his proposed budget 
for 2013-15, the Governor sought to gain 
about $800 million in revenue by reducing 
the annual cost of living (COLA) raise that 
PERS retirees receive, based on what they 
get in benefits. The current rate in the 
statute is 2%, and that would remain for 
those receiving less than $20,000 a year. 
Those at $40,000 would get 1.5%, and the 
percentage would decrease at various 
benefits levels, down to $.25. Retirees 
living out of the state would cease to 
receive COLAs unless they paid Oregon 
income taxes. The Governor would use 
this revenue to fund an increased amount 
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to public schools and some social 
programs. 

The Ways and Means Democratic co-
chairs (the third co-chair is Republican) 
brought SB 822 to the discussion. It would 
gain $455 million in new revenue by 
putting all COLAs above $20,000 at 1.5% 
and eliminating the out-of-state retirees. 
That bill passed the Senate Finance and 
Revenue Committee, 3-2, on party lines, 
was rushed through Ways and Means, was 
amended by the Senate to SB 822A, and 
passed. It is expected to pass the House 
and be signed by the Governor. It does not 
fill the budget request, nor does it deal 
with the mounting fiscal crisis in local 
governments and school districts facing a 
25% payroll cost of PERS benefits 
payments. Nothing is a done deal until the 
final vote so we will wait to see if there 
are last minute amendments.

The Republican Caucus also has a bill, 
SB 754, that would gain about $1 billion, 
addressing both retirees COLAs and the 
$16 billion unfunded liability of the PERS 
Fund. It could have some legal issues with 
regard to past law suit decisions.
Senior Medical Deduction 

Four bills are scheduled for discussion 
in the House Revenue committee in the 
continuing search for additional General 
Fund revenue through reduction and/or 
repeal of tax expenditures. Currently, any 
Oregon senior tax payer (over 62 years) 
who can take a medical deduction on 
federal taxes may also deduct it from 
Oregon taxes. The bills are HB 2482, 
2483, 2490 and 3369. The first three use a 
means test (income levels) and some also 
increase the age over time and phase out 
the subtraction at higher income levels. 
HB 3369 takes a different approach and 
cuts off any deduction after an income of 
$77,000. It is expected that some version 
of the credit will be enacted to capture the 
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millions of dollars that could be used for 
human services and public education.
National Popular Vote Passes House!!

HB 3077 is the Interstate Compact to 
move the Presidential campaign from just 
a handful of states to all 50 and to ensure 
that the candidate who receives the most 
votes across the country will be elected. It 
had a positive hearing in House Rules and 
moved to the House floor on a bipartisan 
committee vote of 6-2. NPV passed the 
House April 18 with both Ds and Rs in 
support.  The measure now goes to the 
Senate Rules committee, and public 
support will be important. Please contact 
your Senator and urge them to pass this 
significant legislation.
Memorials to Congress on Citizens 
United

There was a full house when three 
memorials to the U.S. Congress, HJMs 5, 
6 and 8 were heard in House Rules 
committee. HJM 5 calls for a federal 
Constitutional amendment to clarify that 
citizens, not corporations, have 
personhood rights. This is the issue that 
Eugene citizens supported last November 
in affirming the resolution passed by the 
City Council. HJM 6 also addresses 
Citizens United consequences as the 
decision relates to the obscene amounts of 
money flowing to campaigns and the issue 
of undisclosed contributors. HJM 8 speaks 
to urging some federal pressure or 
legislation to counter the barriers to voter 
participation that occurred during the 2012 
election and are going on across several 
states. Legislatures are enacting and 
governors are signing rigid voter 
registration laws, targeting certain classes 
of citizens such as students, lower income 
and persons of color. During the recent 
election, polling places were moved 
without notice, fewer voting machines 
were available causing very long lines, 
voters were questioned as to their 
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eligibility to vote even with proof, 
telephone and sometimes physical 
harassment occurred, to name a few. We 
expect these memorials to move on from 
the committee.
Filling a Budget Gap of $275 Million

The House Revenue committee has 
moved HB 2456 to the House floor on a 
party-line vote, 5-4. This is a major 
revenue measure that will bring heated 
debate, and its purpose is to fill a $275- 
million gap in the Ways and Means co-
chairs budget. The major pieces to this 
measure deal with eliminating the Oregon 
personal income itemized deduction, but 
allowing charitable contributions, and 
increasing the corporate minimum income 
tax for those companies having more than 
$100 million in Oregon sales. One of the 
sticking points was the inclusion of the 
mortgage interest deduction, although only 
a small percent of mortgages would be 
affected. Even though the bill moved out 
of committee, its future is uncertain. At 
some point, after the May revenue fore-
cast, all of the revenue and spending 
proposals will come together for 
discussion as the final budget document is 
prepared. No bets on how long that may 
take, but the planned adjournment is June 
28.
Some Election bills Waiting and Moving

The Secretary of State’s priority bill of 
universal voter registration, HB 2198, is 
awaiting a work session in House Rules. It 
would automatically register every new 
Oregon licensed or ID holder who meets 
the citizenship, residency and age 
requirements. The prepaid card each 
would receive can be sent back to cancel 
the registration or to indicate a political 
party preference. Bills that have been 
passed out of the committee include HB 
2199 which mandates improved security 
control for unused ballots after an election 
and video cameras in all county election 
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office areas, and HB 2175 which directs 
public universities and community 
colleges to increase voter registration 
access and information, including 
announcements in classes, which may be 
difficult to implement. 

We are hoping the initiative revision 
bills, HJR 15 and HB 2543, will receive a 
work session and move on, but initiative 
reform is not easy. This is a constitutional 
amendment to the initiative system that 
would require every initiative proposal 
affecting public resources to state how the 
project or service would be funded, the 
funding source, and the adequacy of the 
funds for the future. This would then avoid 
unfunded programs such as minimum 
sentencing and local school support 
coming from the General Fund with no 
revenue provisions.
 Comprehensive Tax Reform

The discussion of comprehensive tax 
reform, a long desired topic, began April 
15 (appropriately on tax day) with a 
hearing on SJR 36 and an appearance by 
the Governor before the Senate Finance 
and Revenue committee. The 
constitutional amendment would direct the 
implementation of a 5% sales tax on 
tangible personal property and services, 
and a 5% use tax on the purchase price of 
tangible personal property. SB 824 would 
set up the uniform sales and use tax 
administrative provisions. There would be 
income tax adjustments. A second hearing 
was held April 17. The proposal is mostly 
viewed as the opening of the conversation 
about the necessity of revising the Oregon 
tax system, the reliance on a single 
revenues stream (income tax), and doing it  
during the interim between sessions.  
Indications from the Governor, business 
and legislative representatives indicated 
enthusiasm and a willingness to start the 
dialog.
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Women and Family Issues
TANF (temporary assistance to needy 

families) is still hanging on for 
continuation at a slightly higher level. The 
more serious trafficking bill, SB 673, is 
still on track, and there was a good rally 
for the domestic violence/sexual assault 
bill. 
University Governance

The two bills to allow public 
universities to have boards of directors 
(200 pages with numerous amendments) 
are about ready to merge. The most 
difficult decisions have evolved around 
who should be on the 11-15 member 
boards, with one student allowed, having 
voting power, and the debate on whether a 
faculty member should be included, with 
or without voting rights. The institutional 
presidents would be non-voting and there 
would be no classified staff members. 
Tuition will be decided by the boards with 
a percentage rate annual cap, as will hiring 
and firing of an institutional president.  It 
now appears that UO, Portland State and 
OSU will be authorized to have boards as 
part of the legislation.

                       In Memoriam

 Gwyn O’Connell passed away on March 28, 
2013. She was a loyal member and branch 
president from 2002-2004. Gwyn, a graduate of 
University of Oregon with an MFA in Graphic 
Arts, was a well-known artist and teacher. She is 
survived by her daughters Marlika and Anneka, 
both branch members, and Ken, her husband, who 
supports our branch with his ad in our newsletter.

A Celebration  of Life on April 21 was held at 
South Eugene High School, where Gywn had 
been on the faculty for 18 years at the time of her 
death. A “One Woman Art Show” of Gwyn’s 
many artistic creations was on display of the 
entrance hall of the school.  
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                      In Memoriam

 We extend our sincere condolences to 
Pat Lanier on the unexpected passing of her son, 
David John Lanier, of Roseburg. Pat thanked the
branch for her lovely plant. 

KidSports

     Ardith Hinman attended the final basketball 
game of our KidSports team and received this 
spontaneously-created thank-you card from 
them.! Ardith said-players, coach and parents all 
were very appreciative of our support!.

   
 And a big thank-you to the branch for

your support of this project.  Carol Miller 
announced that a net of $878.22 was earned from 
the Any Game Day event, which will fund not 
only the next two years of KidSports, but is a 
good beginning for third-year funding!
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From these funds we furnished new athletic 
shoes for one of the players whose family was 
unable financially to purchase a pair. The Board 
decided to make this one-time contribution.
 And many thanks to Ardith for representing us 
at the final game! 

JoAnn Ellis, our marvelous Advertising 
Manager, needs business cards that you gather 
from those places you frequent. Just hand her the 
cards--she does all the rest!

And do please thank our advertisers in person. 
Without their support and JoAnn’s tireless efforts 
we would be asked to contribute to Branch 
operations every time we turned around!!

  
        
                Coming Events

✤  Womenspace Breakfast Tuesday, May 14, 
7:15-8:30 a.m., Valley River Inn.  Register at 
541-485-8232.
✤  Soroptimist Annual Food/Wine Event, 
Saturday, May 11, 6:30-9 p.m., Sweet Cheeks 
Winery, $60
✤  Native Plant Sale, Saturday, May 4, 10 am-2 
pm, Buford Park Nursery

Hostesses for June: 
         Gorgie Hofma and Barb Carter
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Top Ten Reasons to Belong to Eugene-Lane Branch
  Thanks to all of you for your suggestions! Here they are, 

   non-weighted, because all are important!    
            

  We are socially-congenial and socially-conscientious.

  We enjoy the company of other educated women.

  We are dedicated to  empowering women and girls to deal with barriers in their lives,
and we celebrate with them when they succeed. 

  We meet competent and creative people who aren’t afraid to think outside the box 
(e.g., our own members, our guest speakers).

  We are up to speed on issues important to women thanks to the many communications 
available to us as AAUW members.

  We fight for legislation that supports women (e.g.,, Lifly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009 and
the 2013 Violence Against Women Act).

  We are part of  the Legal Advocacy Fund that fights for all women’s rights (e.g. our 
case supporting programs for Wal-Mart women workers denied promotions, military 
veterans of sexual assault, college/university staff enduring unfair pay).

  We fund fellowships that empower graduate women to advance in their chosen fields.

  We participate in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineers and Mathematics) programs  
(e.g., University of Oregon Spice Camps). 

 We are a diverse--and fascinating--group. 

          empowering women  since 1881
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                     AAUW Eugene-Lane Branch
                  Membership Form
   

! empowering women                    July 1, 2013– June 30, 2014
                    since 1881

                        Please complete the following: 

Member Name:____________________________________Home Phone:________________ 

Address:____________________________________________________________________

City, State:_______________________________________________  Zip________________
  
Occupation:__________________________________Work phone:____________________

E-mail_______________________________________Cell:___________________________    

Birthday (Month/Day)______________________

University/College:_____________________________State:_____ Year:______ 

Highest Degree Earned:_________________________Major:_________________________

(Includes associate or equivalent (RN), baccalaureate, or higher from a regionally
accredited institution.)

____New  ___ Renewing ___ Lapsed (within 2 years)  
____Transfer  _____Dual   Name of Branch________________MBR#___________________

Type of Membership (please check): ___Regular  ___Student   ___Life  ___Honorary Life

Annual Dues  Regular Student Life  Note: $46.00 of AAUW
Association   $49.00 $17.00 $-0-  Association dues are
Oregon State    16.00    3.00             16.00  tax-deductible.
Eugene-Lane Branch   15.00    2.00   15.00    
Totals      80.00            22.00             31.00

   To join or renew, complete the form and send it with your check to
Stephanie Winsor, Treasurer, 2560 Agate Street, Eugene, OR 97403

Make check payable to AAUW Eugene-Lane Branch.



  
      Interest Groups
Afternoon Book Group
Third Monday, 2:00 p.m.,
Contact Betty Kjeldgaard,
541-683-4926.  Open

Alpha Bridge
Every Tuesday, 1:30 p.m.
Willamalane Senior Adult
Activity Center, Springfield. 
Contact Ardith Hinman, 
541-747-4310. Open

Fourth Monday Bridge 
Group
1:00 p.m. Contact Donna 
Pierce, 541-344-3365,  
Open

Out & Abouters
Periodic trips around our 
part of Oregon; newsletter/
ReaderBoard announce-
ments. Contact Linda 
Wittorff, 541-844-1422.

Out-to-Lunch Bunch
Contact Ruth Nelson, 
541-689-4020.

Readers’ Theatre
Contact Barbara Carter, 
541-544-2944. 1-2 OPENINGS.

The Handy Reminder on how 
to Introduce AAUW to 
Prospective Members:

     REAP 
      Research + 
      Education +
      Advocacy +
      Philanthropy
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      Vision 
AAUW will be a powerful 
advocate and visible leader in 
equity and education through 
research, philanthropy, and 
measurable change in critical 
areas impacting the lives of 
women and girls. 
            Mission 
AAUW advances equity for 
women and girls through 
advocacy, education, 
philanthropy and research.           
       Value Promise 
By joining AAUW, we belong 
to a community that breaks 
through educational and 
economic barriers so that all 
women have a fair chance. 
             Diversity 
In principle and in practice, 
AAUW values and seeks a 
diverse membership. There 
shall be no barriers to full 
participation in the 
organization on the basis of 
gender, race, creed, age, sexual 
orientation, national origin, 
disability or class. 

                 The News
is published monthly, September 
through June, by Eugene-Lane 
Branch AAUW. It is distributed to 
members by e-mail or regular mail. 
Deadline is the 20th of each month, 
August through May. Items are to be 
submitted to the editor by that date.

Staff
Editor: Marian Spath, 541.686.3271
mspath28@comcast.net

Ad Manager:  JoAnn Ellis
541.747.4715
bobjo999@comcast.net

Proofreader: Pat Lanier
 

                 ROSTERS

Elected:
President: Jo Brew
Co-President:  Carene Davis-Stitt
Program VP: Jill McCleary
Financial VP: Stephanie Winsor
Membership VP: Janice Strupp
Comm. VP: Elleen Levy
Recording Secretary: Marian      
        Spath, pro tem
Apptointed:
AAUW Funds Co-Chairs:
   Barbara Carter, Ardith Hinman
Public Policy: Kappy Eaton
Member Chairs:
Adver. Mgr.: JoAnn Ellis
Book Exchange: Ellen Otani
Branch Brochure: Wendy Cook
Bylaws: Pat Zeller
Calling Committee: Pat Lanier
C/U Liaison, UofO: 
       Dr. Paul Shang
C/U Liaison, LCC:
       Cathy Lindsley
Directory: Lida Herburger
Financial Records: Pat Zeller
Greeters: Carol Hildebrand
Historian: Linda McCleary
Hospitality: Jill McCleary
Newsletter: Marian Spath
Nominating Committee 

 Co-Chairs:  Janice Strupp,       
   Marian Spath  
Website Manager: Wendy Cook
UO Student Representative:
     Kristina Schmunk
Special Projects Committees:
New Member Orientation Tea:
    TBA
STEM Projects: Janice Strupp, 
                 Marian  Spath
Senior Woman Award:
           Janice Strupp
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Eugene-Lane Branch AAUW
533 Covey Lane
Eugene, OR  97401

     
     

    
   

     Meeting Calendar
   Wednesday, 10:00 a.m., June 5, 2013, Board Meeting, 
    Quail Run Clubhouse  All members welcome.
   Saturday, 9:30 a.m., June 8, 2013. Branch Meeting,
    Westminster Church 
   June 9-12, 2013, National Convention, New Orleans
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