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Saturday, November 13, 
2010

Westminster Presbyterian 
Church

9:30-10:00 Social Hour
10:00 Business Meeting

10:30 Program

Dan Armstrong,
“Rebuilding the Local 

Food System”

Dan Armstrong, 
author, editor and 
publisher, has 
penned Prairie 

Fire, a novel about 
the lives and struggles of 
farmers and farm families in 
todayʼs economy and 
politics, both in our country 
and worldwide. He also 
owns Mud City Press, a 
small publishing company 
and online magazine 
operating out of Eugene. He 
will bring copies of the novel 
to sell and sign. 

Come enjoy this interesting 
presentation--and “taste” 
some refreshments 
beforehand!
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     Meeting Calendar

Wednesday, November 10, 
9:30 a.m.,  Board Meeting
Quail Run Clubhouse. All 
members welcome
.
April 15-17, 2011, State State 
Convention,  Ashland Springs 
Hotel
*************************

Hostesses Schedule
January: Carol Hildebrand,
   Gorgie Hofma
February: Linda Wittorff,
    Pat Lanier
April: Elleen Levy,
   Greta Fridlund
May:  Martha Pavlat,
   Peggy Shippen
June: Barbara Carter,
   Carol Miller

In this issue:
Directory Correction  3 
EF Fundraising  Time 2-3
From Jo’s Desk  2
Happy Birthday  4
Interest Groups  4
Member News   4
Mission Statement  4 
National Reports  5
Public Policy       5-6
Rosters    5

Festive Holiday 
Brunch!

Make Your 
Reservations  Now!

Our festive Holiday Brunch 
will be Saturday, December 
11 at the Eugene Hilton. We 
need to get our reservations in 
early, so now’s the time to 
think about who you would like 
to invite to this festive event.

Great food, great entertainment 
by The Eugene Gleemen and 
the silent auction to benefit 
LAF all make this a special 
annual event. 

     Price:  $18
     Parking:  Free

Send your check by 
November 22 to Treasurer 
Wendy Cook, 3294 Glen Mar 
Avenue, Eugene 97405 

P.S. Gather those gently-used 
items for the silent auction!
*******************************
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From Jo’s Desk
--Jo Brew, Branch President

Fewer piles of 
paperwork on the 
desk this month. I 
kept losing my 
stamps at just the 

time I needed them so I took 
time to sort and file. I still ran 
into the problem of accessing 
the files but I finally worked 
out a way to put another cart on 
wheels behind me. I almost 
have a separate office now with 
a tall bookcase to one side and 
row of three carts I can reach 
by spinning around. I’m fairly 
sure our Thanksgiving dinner 
will need to be a stand-up affair 
since my dining room hardly 
qualifies as that anymore.
 Our weather change has me 
scrambling to take care of 
finishing the fall projects. I 
brought the indoor plants back 
in and have finished most of 
the fall trimming outside. I put 
off the day-lilies until last 
because they are still blooming. 
I even made a run to the 
mission with some warm coats 
we don’t wear anymore. I have 
also moved long-sleeved, 
heavier clothes where I can get 
to them but I can’t say I’m 
ready for winter yet. That never 
really happens for me but I’ve 
done enough we’ll probably 
bumble through.
 Our panel from the League 
of Women Voters was certainly 
very good and left me feeling 
prepared to open my ballot.
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I do wish there were some way 
to turn off all the negative ads 
as soon as I filled mine out. My 
husband is a fan of the mute 
button. Between the attack ads 
and the huge numbers of 
regular commercials, there are 
almost as many minutes of 
silence as there are of news 
when we do try to listen. I do 
try to tell myself, they are at 
least putting some money back 
in our community. Probably not  
worth the pain.
 Our application for the 
grant from Oregon AAUW is 
being looked at favorably 
although we have been asked to 
forward more information. In 
general, about how we could 
make ourselves and our goals 
more visible. I think we can do 
that so I’m hopeful we will 
have good news by the next 
meeting.
 Cathy Lindsley did give us 
one fund-raising idea we’ll talk 
about at the next meeting, but 
we could use another one or 
two if we’re going to be 
involved in community 
outreach in other ways. It is 
undoubtably a time when 
involvement in many areas for 
girls and women is needed and 
also offers us an opportunity to 
be noticed.
 During my drives north, to 
visit grandchildren in Corvallis 
and my mother in Vancouver, 
I’ve noticed a change in the 
crops visible from the road. 
This year I’ve seen fields 

planted with a border of 
sunflowers, not needed for 
grass seed, and others with the 
light blue blooms of flax. There 
are other changes too. For one, 
I’ve been grateful for the big 
cutback in field burning.
 Since I’m not an expert in 
agriculture, I’m glad Dan 
Armstrong, our speaker for the 
November meeting, is not only 
an extremely good author but 
knowledgeable about the 
changes in farming practices 
going on in our valley and a 
leader in making those 
changes. He’s also a nice guy 
although I wasn’t entirely sure 
when I first met him. He 
thought I could have done a lot 
more about better practices in 
agriculture in my first two 
books. He was right although 
the agriculture wasn’t my 
primary focus when I wrote 
them. It probably wasn’t the 
focus for the people who read 
them either. I would do it more 
if I were writing them now. 
*************************

EF Fundraising Time Again
--Barbara Carter, AAUW Funds Co-
chair

 I’m excited about this 
year’s campaign. Once again 
we get to support funds that 
promote equity for women and 
girls. Contributions to all of 
these programs are fully tax- 
deductible. We have an 
energetic state funds chair in 
Claudia Gray and she is 
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passing on her enthusiasm to 
the branch chairs. As she said 
in her email: “Many branch 
funds are raised in the name of 
AAUW, which does carry some 
influence, and the national 
funds do SO much good for 
women. Please remember them 
with your donations.” Whether 
you support a local branch or a 
national fund, you are helping 
AAUW support worthwhile 
programs of YOUR choosing. 
Can it get any better?
 Claudia’s recent email 
spelled out all I needed to know 
to do my job. Hopefully I’ll 
provide all you need to know to 
complete the AAUW Funds 
form and your donation check. 
The big difference this year is 
that you now have to write the 
number of the fund (for 
example, #4336 for 
Educational Opportunities 
Fund) on the memo line of 
your check. The enclosed form 

in your fund appeal letter will 
list these numbers. And 
remember, all checks are to be 
made payable to AAUW Funds 
rather than to AAUW 
Educational Foundation.
 Be looking for your fund-
raising letter before 
Thanksgiving. Take your time 
to consider which fund you’d 
like to donate to and to reflect 
on the impact your donation 
can have on another woman or 
girl’s life. Our Eugene -Lane 
County branch has a proud 
history of promoting equity for 
women and girls. I’m proud to 
be a member of this branch.
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 AAUW PUBLIC POLICY 
UPDATE   November 2010     
---Kappy Eaton, Public Policy 
Chair

 The next meeting of the 
Women’s Health and Wellness 
Alliance is scheduled for 
December 16 at noon in the 
Capitol.  At that time we will 
be choosing the final legislative 
priorities to move forward in 
the 2011 session of the 
Legislature. While there will be 
no extra money for some of the 
projects we support such as 
more hot lines and safe houses 
for victims of domestic 
violence, we hope to continue 
what we have and perhaps 
improve the Family Leave law.

Climate change will loom 
large on both state and local 
agendas as the severity of 
storms increases across the 
country and the U. S. Corps of 
Engineers releases more water 
from the Willamette and 
McKenzie Rivers dams which 
need renovations. Lane County, 
the Corps and EWEB are 
considering changes to the 
flood plain regulations/
ordinances to protect lives and 
property.  Those of us who 
have lived in our valley since 
the 1960s still recall vividly the 
waters of the rising rivers and 
creeks before the dams, 
including the flooding of 
Amazon Creek which divided 

East and West Eugene.  
AAUW will be monitoring the 
discussions both at the 
Legislature and locally.

The December revenue 
forecast, which will guide the 
Legislature as it begins in 
January, will be made 
November 19 by the state 
economist.  We have survived 
the Great Recession through 
use of the state’s reserve funds 
(Rainy Day), federal and state 
stimulus and cuts to state 
services and programs across 
the board.  The state has so far 
avoided borrowing money as 
was necessary during the 
recession in 2002-03 when the 
Legislature met six times in 
special sessions, borrowing 
$450 million and still paying 
on the $145 million in interest 
which that produced.  Whether 
or not additional cuts will be 
necessary will be determined 
by that November forecast.  
The Interim committees will 
meet in December to finalize 
proposed legislation for the 
2011 session, and the Governor 
and the Ways and Means 
committee will decide on 
appropriate fiscal actions.
The implementation of the new 
Oregon health plan, under the 
direction of the Oregon Health 
Authority, will be under 
scrutiny and under pressure 
because of the economy. It is 
high on AAUW’s legislative 
watch along with the concern 
for funding of K-12 and 
community colleges/
universities with the continuing 
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reduction of revenue.  Other 
programs which need attention 
because of the loss of funding 
include TANF (temporary 
assistance to needy families) 
and the Earned Income Tax 
Credit which needs an increase 
from its current 6% of the 
federal credit. We are active in 
coalitions related to these 
issues. 
 The outcome of the 
November 2 election will bring 
changes both statewide and 
locally no matter how the 
makeup of decision-making 
bodies changes. AAUW will 
continue our concern for its 
mission in whatever ways we 
can through information and 
action as guided by our public 
policy program.

Happy November Birthday 
to.......

Patricia Wiltse
Saundra Murray 
Betty Fryfield
Catherine Staton
Marian Spath
Gwen O’Connell

Our Mission
AAUW advances equity for
women and girls through
advocacy, education,
philanthropy and research.
              Our Vision
A viable, visible and diverse
community organization
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          Interest Groups

Afternoon Book Group
Third Monday, 2:00 p.m., 
Contact Betty Kjeldgaard, 
541-683-4926. Open

Alpha Bridge
Every Tuesday, 1:30 p.m., 
Willamalane Senior Adult 
Activity Center, Springfield. 
Contact Ardith Hinman, 
541-747-4310. Open

Fourth Tuesday Bridge 
Group
1:00 p.m. Contact Donna 
Pierce, 541-344-3365,  Open

Out & Abouters
Periodic trips around our part 
of Oregon; newsletter/
ReaderBoard announcements. 
Linda Wittorff, 541-822-1199.

Out-to-Lunch Bunch
Contact Ruth Nelson, 
541-689-4020.

Readers’ Theatre
Contact Barbara Carter, 
541-544-2944. 1-2 OPENINGS.

Member News

Kappy Eaton was honored by 
Oregon when she received the 
Outstanding Lifetime 
Achievement Award at the 
Governor’s Volunteer Awards 
ceremony in Salem on Friday, 
October 22, 2010. Kappy’s 
resume′  noted her volunteer 
positions with AAUW and the 
League of Women Voters. She 
monitored and assisted with 
free elections in Bosnia and 
Hungary. She works tire-
lessly in Oregon to establish 
systems that further the 
democratic process.

We are proud of you, Kappy.
And thank you for all you do 
for our branch, including your 
superb Public Policy reports!  

Barbara Carter posted pictures 
of the event on Facebook, and 
the information will also be 
found on our website.
************************
Our Projects:

Looking Glass
e-Scrip*
Book Exchange
KEaton Fund
Our advertisers**
Entertainment 2011 

 
    *Effective June 30, 2011, 
Safeway will discontinue 
funding of non-school 
organizations. We are a non-
school organization, meaning 
we are a non-profit (501c3) 
without a school affiliation. 
Our earnings are dedicated to 
the Kappy Eaton Scholarship 
Fund. This change reflects the 
commitment of the Safeway 
eScrip program to be a fund-
raising program specifically for 
youth education in our local 
communities. 
     Please note, this change 
only affects our Safeway’s 
contributions. We can continue 
to earn funds by using a credit
card at Market of Choice.

**We have a new advertiser. 
Look for it!
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October 22, 2010

FYI:

Citigroup Used Recession to 
Fire Women
Citigroup has been accused in a 
lawsuit of using companywide 
layoffs to oust scores of women 
and protect the jobs of less-
qualified men.  This is being 
called “recessionary 
discrimination.” The lawsuit 
alleges that Citigroup allowed 
supervisors and managers to 
select employees to be 
terminated based on their own 
personal preferences and 
biases.

Women Voters Less 
Confident than Men on Jobs 
and Retirement
In a recent national poll, only 
41 percent of women voters 
were confident they would 
have enough money in 
retirement, and only 32 percent 
were confident they would not 
have to work beyond their 
targeted retirement age. 
Although women were, on 
average, less affected by job 
cuts, they seem to be more 
concerned than men about 
unemployment

Equality in Math Skills, 
Inequality in the Job Market
A recent analysis by the 
University of Wisconsin-
Madison found that the 
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difference in math skills 
between women and men was 
so small it was negligible. The 
study also found that although 
men and women have equal 
skills in math, teachers and 
parents continue to guide girls 
away from math-heavy 
sciences and engineering 
classes.

Additionally, a new report 
in Businessweek reveals the 
significant lack of women in 
technology and addresses 
methods of reversing the trend. 
Women make up a mere one 
percent of CEOs in high-tech 
startups, and make up only 19 
percent of those studying 
computer science (down from 
37 percent in 1985). The 
report’s authors point out that 
small businesses are more 
successful when they are more 
diverse, and give tips to 
increase the number of women 
in these ventures.

AAUW’s most recent 
research report, Why So Few? 
Women in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics, 
found that negative stereotypes 
about girls’ abilities in math 
can measurably lower girls’ test 
performance and lower girls’ 
aspirations for science and 
engineering careers. For 
information and resources on 
how to combat gender 
stereotyping, visit 
www.aauw.org/whysofew. 

            Rosters
Elected:
President: Jo Brew
Program VP: Carol Hildebrand
Finance VP: Wendy Cook
Membership VP: Jill McCleary
Comm. VP:Elleen Levy
Recording Secretary: Linda Wittorff 
Appointed:
AAUW Funds Co-Chairs:
   Barbara Carter, Ardith Hinman
Public Policy: Kappy Eaton
Member Chairs:
Advertising:  JoAnn Ellis
Book Exchange: Ellen Otani
Branch Brochure: Wendy Cook
Branch Fundraiser: JoAnn Ellis
Bylaws: Peggy Shippen
Calling Committee: Pat Lanier
C/U Liaison, UofO:
C/U Liaison, LCC:Cathy Lindsley
Directory: Lida Herburger
Entertainment Books:   Peg Emery
Financial Records: Pat Zeller
Greeters: Marian Spath
Historian: Peggy Shippen
Hospitality: Jill McCleary
Newsletter: Marian Spath
Nominating Committee Co-Chairs:
   Janice Dresser, Marian Spath
Website Manager: Marian Spath
Special Projects Committees:
New Member Orientation Tea: Jill 

McCleary
STEM Projects: Janice Dresser, Marian 

Spath
Senior Woman Award: Janice Dresser

The News
is published monthly, September through 
June, by Eugene-Lane Branch AAUW. It 
is distributed to members by e-mail or 
regular mail. Deadline is the 20th of each 
month, August through May. Items are to 
be submitted to the editor by that date.

Staff
Editor:	
           Marian Spath,  686-3271
	
          mspath28@comcast.net
Ad Manager: JoAnn Ellis, 747-4715
                       bobjo999@comcast.net
Proofreader:  Pat Lanier
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